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REMARKS 



Claims 51-94 were pending in the application. Claims 61-70, 79-83, and 91-94 are 
cancelled without prejudice as being directed to a non-elected invention. Claims 51-56, 71, 74- 
76, 78, 84-87, and 89 have been amended. New claims 95-1 17 have been added. Accordingly, 
claims 51-56, 58-60, 71-78, 84-90, and 95-117 are pending following entry of this amendment. 
The specification has been amended to include reference to SEQ ID NO: 1. Attached hereto is a 
"Version With Markings to Show Changes Made" which is a marked-up version of the changes 
made to the claims by the current amendments. 

Support for the amendments to claims 51-56, 71, 74-76, 78, 84-87, and 89 can be found 
in the claims as originally filed and throughout the specification. Additional support for the 
amendments to claims 53, 75, and 86, can be found in the specification at least at page 29, lines 
12-19. Support for new claims 95-1 17 can be found in the claims as filed and throughout the 
specification, including at page 46, lines 10-16 and at page 48, lines 16-20. No new matter has 
been added. 

Amendments to the claims should in no way be construed as an acquiescence to any of 
the Examiner's rejections and was done solely to expedite the prosecution of the application. 
Applicants reserve the right to pursue the claims as originally filed in this or a separate 
application(s). 



Rejection of Claims 53. 58-60. 71-78, and 8 4-90 Under 35 U.S.C. § 1 12, Second Paragraph 

/. Rejection of Claims 53, 75, and 86 Under 35 U.S.C. § 112, Second Paragraph 

The Examiner has rejected claims 53, 75 and 86 under 35 U.S.C. § 1 12, second paragraph 
for recitation of the word "functional" as being unclear "as to the extend [sic] of functionality 
required from the amino acid sequence." Applicants respectfully traverse this rejection. As 
amended, claims 53,75, and 86 are directed to methods which include the use of soluble 
lymphotoxin-p receptor (LTp-R), wherein the ligand binding domain comprises SEQ ID NO: 1 , or a 
functional fragment thereof. SEQ ID NO: 1 corresponds to the extracellular portion of the human LT0-R 
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■* u ^ The specification teaches that functional fragments are 

53 75 and 86 under 35 U.S.C. § 112, second paragraph be withdrawn. 

T—erhasrejectedclaun tLendedcl.rnTUoan^for 

preceptor (LTP-R). In view of the amendment to claim 71, App 
the rejection under 35 U.S.C. § 1 12 be withdrawn. 

• u. t( ™v. "association" which the Examiner asserts is unclear, 
second paragraph for usmguie term association ^^^ft. 

of the specification, Appheants des^be* ^ ^ ^ 

preventthetrappingofunmunecomplexesbyBce ( h v are recoenized by B cells. 

a i'n tt *s C 8 112 second paragraph be reconsiaereu <u 
depend therefrom under 35 U.b.L. § i iA 
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j „t T c C sU2,FirstParaaaph 

TheExammerhasrejeotedcla.msSl-eO / wUe being enabling for a 

„ The Examine ^ that "because the specficat.on.wh, 
paragraph. TheExamme ,„ mn[isi „a the administration of a LT » K tg 

method of inhibiting LT-fi-R stgr** '°»» nsmg 

Appl iea„ts respectfully traverse this ^ fo, inhibiting a humoral immune tes^nse 

THe daimed invention ,s duected to m, ^ ^ 

inanar-comprisingad.^ 

uprises atherapeutically effectwe amount of as ^ ^ 

comprising . amount of a soiubie LT|>-_ ^ ^ a ^ comprisi 

administering to the suDjeui v 

LTp-R to said patient. « MOvide numerous examples of LT-be,a blocking agents 

Infc espedfica.ion,Apphcan.sptov 1 e» ^ LTp . Mg fcsions. 

Applicants teach how to obtain soluble LTp ^ ftagrne n« thereof, 

.oanexptessionvectoiandexpre, J^^.^** — 
(pag e29,lmes7- 1 9ofthespecifca.,on)Appl te , to order to 

of the specificatton). Thus, the sp ^ ^ 

molecules, which include bu, are not limned "a P rf ^ 

^ Examine, asserts uta, "the specrftcau . ^ ^ ^ 

e^pleshowrnghowmea^ m ^ — tf( . h -« - 

ofLTP . R .» ^Examiner also asserts that ^ however, no where ,n 

oiscloses.be capability ofLTfMUg protetns to dtsrup 
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administration of a soluble L p-n. ^ demonstrate 

examples using a soluble LTp-R fusion protein, namely ^^^^ a subject. In support of this 

time of Applicant invention ,n view of the fact tha P ^ rf 

^^^^ nS.il* hifac«,inone— gexamp, 
lines8-15andpage22,hnes3iioi LTB-R-Ig fusion for 6 weeks lack 

FDCs(see,e.g.,page39ofspecm , tesM „se due to the failure of 

• 4 ;, h sRBC show an altered humoral immune response a 

^ "^trm in the spleen. As described at page 45, line , ,0 page 46, hue 7, 

mice treated with LT|5-R-lg snow i- ttols .. Thus, Applicants respectfully 

abbreviated/diminishedlgMresponsesretoveto e • ^ % 

S ubmi, that in contrast to the Examiner, assertion, App -,s . ^ 

Humoral respond through the administration of a solubleL £ ^ ta 
One of ordinary sxillmthe art ^^"f^ 

Sieved results, and no, tha, the results a* specif, « ^ fc claimed Mention and 

• TTRKk such that one of ordinary skill in the art wou 
expectationofsuccessbasedontheteachings ^ ^ ^ 

1 m i„He LTB-R molecules other than the Lip * s 
describe how to make soluble Lip K-n 
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^^^^^^^ 

experimentation achieve ^^'^'^ ^^^^^^ 
taordertomee.fteenablemen.reqm.emenUt.sno, s MoreoveI , 

, ,i;fWnt embodiment encompassed oy 
mdu de specific exampies of every ^ ^ , ack of enablement as 

ft efac.to,s 0m eexpenme» t a. 1 on»a y be»™ ^ ^ 

Applicants respect re,- *- *. re,ec«on of 
112 first paragraph be withdrawn. 



U.S.S.N.: 09/299139 



13 



4^oup Art Unit: 1642 



CONCLUSION 

of all the pending claims is respectfully requested. If* 
Reconsideration and allowance of all me pend g ^ ^ 




fespectftlly/ 




l^fajMlasincic, Esq. 
-Registration No. 46,931 

Amy E. Mandragouras, Esq. 
Registration No. 36,207 
Attorney for Applicant 



LAHIVE & COCKFIELD, LLP 
28 State Street 
Boston, MA 02109 
(617)227-7400 
Dated: Aj>ril23j003 
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VERSIONWIJH 



In the specification: 



/« the claims: 

,„„ ^snonse in an animal comprising 

54 (Amend«d) ThemcWaccorfH.g.ocla.mSl,^* 

56 (Amended) Tbemetodacco^tocla^!,^* 
^comprisesahumantouW**^^ 
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TTR^otorsigr^gwithoutiriubitingTNF-R 



74 . (Amended) H*-"^ trm selectively bind to a surface LTUgand. 

^co^-aUg^bi^gdorna.nWeanselec.vey 

75 . (Amended) Tta^-^" d ^V^ aBQro ».»ff^>M 




,• 11 vvho AlhesolubleUIfcBli«* 1,8te>i ^ 
78 (Amended) W^^*^ 



follicles in apatient compnsmg adnumstenng 

said patient. 

, - m R4 wheremthesolublelMl^^ 

,• Mv^ereinteligandbiiKJingdormincornprises 
86 . (Amended) *^^lt^2^">'« 1 »- 1 » SS 




fonctionalfraS^ 



ent thereof. 
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87 . (Amended) The method according to claim 84, wherein the soluble LTjyi iyiapketews^ 
f6GSptef further comprises one or more heterologous protein domains. 

89 . (Amended) The memod according to claim 84, wherein solublel^!^^ 
jeeeptef further comprises a human immunoglobulin Fc domain. 



